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FFIFFDDHH Immppaacctt DDaayyss CCaassee SSttuuddyy:: CCiinneemmaa aanndd
AAccttiivviissmm wwiitthh SSooffttiiee
By NNicickk CCuunnnniningghhaamm - 14 March 2023

Softie impact producers Miriam Ayoo and Chloé Genga

Impmpaacctt pprroodduucceerrss MMiirriiaam m AAyyAyAAyA oooo aanndd CChhlooéé GGeennggaa ccaammee ttoo Immppaacctt DDaayyss iinn GGeenneevvaa ttoo ddeessccrriibbee tthhee ccaammppaaiiggnn

tthheeyy ddeevviisseedd ffoorr SSaam m SSookkoo’’ss 22002200 SSuunnddaannccee wwiinnnneerr SSooffttiiee,, aa ÃÃlmm aabboouutt tthhee bbrriilliiaanntt pphhoottooggrraapphheerr aanndd

ppooliittiiccaal aaccttiivviisstt BBoonniiffaaccee ““SSooffttiiee”” MMwwaannggii aass hhee rruunnss ffoorr ooffÃÃccee iinn aa rreeggiioonnaal KKeennyyaann eeleeccttiioonn,, aa ddeecciissiioonn tthhaatt

ppuuttss pprreessssuurree bbootthh oonn hhiiss yyoouunngg ffaamimilyy aanndd oonn hhiiss ccoonnvviiccttiioonnss..

Chloé Genga kicked off, explaining how she and colleague Miriam work at the ‘intersection’ of stories and

social change. Softie (2020) was their of their Ãrst impact campaign projects.

She described how the story of the Ãlm was that of a man living two lives. “On one hand, we see him as the

people’s watchman,” she said, underlining how this impression was a constant among most people in Kenya.

“If you need justice and you’re going against inÇuential people, that’s who you call. But this has come at a

sacriÃce. He has a very supportive wife and three kids. And so he constantly struggles with ‘should country

come Ãrst or family come Ãrst?’ This is a struggle that a lot of people go through, especially back home in

Kenya.” This struggle was “the heart” of their subsequent impact campaign, Chloé underlined.

Miriam agreed that they knew that the family story would be the heart of the Ãlm. Nevertheless the themes of

politics and social change were also so enormous in the Ãlm.




FFIFFDDHH Immppaacctt DDaayyss iinntteerrvvrvrrvr iieeww::
HHeeaadd ooff Immppaacctt LLaauurraa
LLoonnggoobbaarrddii
By NNicickk CCuunnnniningghhaamm - 9 March 2023

My Name Is Happy by Nick Read and Ayse Toprak

TThhee Impmpaacctt DDaayyss ooff tthhee GGeenneevvaa-bbaasseedd 2211 Inntteerrnnaattiioonnaal FFiilm m FFeessttiivvaal aanndd FFoorruum m oonn

HHuumamann RRiigghhttss ((FFIFFDDHH)) kkiicckkss ooffff MMaarrcchh 1122 wwiitthh aa ssttaatteedd mmiissssiioonn ttoo cchhaannnneel tthhee ppoowweerr ooff

ddooccuumemennttaarryyryrryr ÃÃlm m aass aa ttooool ffoorr ccoonnccrreettee ssoocciiaal aanndd ppooliiccyy cchhaannggee.. OOvveerr tthhee ccoouurrssee ooff tthhrreeee

ddaayyss,, ddooccuumemennttaarryyryrryr ccrreeaattiivveess wwiill uunniittee wwiitthh NNGGOOss,, ggoovveerrnnmmeennttaal oorrggaanniissaattiioonnss aanndd

pphhiilaanntthhrrooppiissttss,, aanndd ootthheerr iinntteerreesstteedd ppaarrttiieess,, ttoo ddeetteerrmmiinnee tthhee iimmppaacctt ssttrraatteeggiieess tthhaatt wwiill

hheelpp eeffffeecctt memeaanniinnggffuul cchhaannggee bbootthh iinn ssoocciieettaal aanndd ppooliiccyy tteerrmmss.

“We deliver the voices of the artists and Ãlmmakers that allow people to understand the

discriminations and violations that people suffer,” underlines Impact Days Head Laura

Longobardi of her event’s raison d’etre. “Film has this power to bring us to places where

we would never go and discover things we would neither think of nor even know about.

And we bring that point of view and that power of storytelling to an already very active

ecosystem of different synergies that are working towards the protection and the

advancement of human rights.”

2023 sees the 5 edition of Impact Days, following its launch in 2019. The core

component of this year’s edition is the presentation of that

address a soberingly wide range of human rights and social justice issues. As the event

notes underline, these range “from violence against women in Turkey to human

trafÃcking in Bangladesh, from Indigenous rights in Jordan to asylum procedures in

Switzerland, from child soldiers in Yemen to reproductive rights in the Dominican

Republic, from illegal industrialized Ãshing in West African waters to the ongoing

violence of extractive industries in Peru, and more.”

The common goal of the Lab producers and the Impact professionals they will meet in

Geneva is to address the root causes of the difÃculties that each and all of the

protagonists within these Ãlms suffer, and to devise subsequent Impact strategies to

effect real change.

“We needed to bring them together,” Longobardi remembers the establishing ethos of her

event back in 2019. “They needed to talk, because there were not many places where

Ãlmmakers could actually meet the NGOs and the activists to say, ‘We have this Ãlm, you

have this campaign. We have this story, you have these goals. Let’s work together.’ And

that’s really how it started.”
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The common goal of the Lab producers and the Impact professionals they will meet in

Geneva is to address the root causes of the difÃculties that each and all of the

protagonists within these Ãlms suffer, and to devise subsequent Impact strategies to

effect real change.

“We needed to bring them together,” Longobardi remembers the establishing ethos of her

event back in 2019. “They needed to talk, because there were not many places where
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),)'+�,PSDFW�'D\V�RUJDQLVH�XQ�ZHELQDLUH�VXU�OD�UpDOLVDWLRQ�GH�ÀOPV�j
LPSDFW�SRUWDQW�VXU�OD�MXVWLFH�VRFLDOH
par VASSILIS ECONOMOU

17/01/2023 - Cette séance aura lieu le 19 janvier et mettra l’accent sur l’éthique et la responsabilité qu’on a
quand on fait des films, un sujet brûlant dans la communauté des documentaristes

Cet article est disponible en anglais.

The fifth edition of FIFDH Impact Days, the special programme focusing on impact strategy for documentaries
at any stage of production, recently announced its 16 selected projects for this year (see the news). The
programme, which is taking place from 13-14 March, as part of the 21VW Geneva International Film Festival and
Forum on Human Rights (FIFDH), is also organising the preparatory Impact Lab, an online workshop for its
participants.

During the Impact Lab, and under the section of the programme intended for observers, a special webinar is
being held focusing on “Impact Filmmaking for Social Justice”, where a wide range of international experts will
discuss ethics and accountability in filmmaking, a hot topic within the documentary community, amidst a
growing call for fair practices. The younger field of impact production, with its mission to create long-lasting
change through cinematic and often character-driven storytelling, should absolutely be playing by the same
rules, the event maintains. The online webinar is free to access for a restricted number of professionals, and
will be held on 19 January from 3 pm-6.30 pm CET. Potential attendees can register here, for free.
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